SEE US BEYOND SEX AND GENDER: A Manifesto

This manifesto argues that sex and gender are not explanations of power but surfaces on
which institutions register, sort, and misread authority. It offers a set of operational terms
(feminality, femaleness, femineity, femalism, feminalism, femiscape, feminosity, and
gynocentricity) to track how authority moves, settles, disappears, reappears, and is captured,
especially where visibility, titles, and recognition fail. Read as a framework rather than an identity
map, it aims to sharpen analytic accuracy without collapsing life into anatomy, norm, or
performance.

Author note: I use “female” as a minimal registering surface, useful for tracing how power
targets and routes, without treating it as destiny, essence, or a rulebook. These terms are offered as
lenses for reading operations, not as categories to enforce.

A Manifesto for Reading Power Without Reduction

We refuse the habit of explaining power by anatomy.

We refuse the habit of explaining authority by norms.

We refuse the comfort of thinking that what is visible is what is real.

Sex and gender are not explanations.

They are registration surfaces.

“Female” is not our destination.

It is the minimum signal institutions can register.
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“Femininity” is not our horizon.

It is the script power uses to sort credibility, propriety, and legitimacy.
This manifesto begins after those limits.

What follows are not identities.

They are operations.

They name how authority moves, settles, survives, disappears, reappears, and is misread

once sex and gender no longer suffice.

We refuse the shortcut that makes sex the explanation and gender the cage. We refuse the
demand to be legible only through categories built to manage us. We will not be flattened into a

single story, and we will not be policed into a single “correct” performance.

Here, “female” remains a minimal registering surface, useful for tracking how power
targets, routes, and extracts, but never sufficient as a total description. What follows are not
identities to enforce. They are lenses for seeing operations. How authority moves, settles, survives,

is misread, and is captured when sex and gender cannot carry the full account.

Eco-Optical Principles
No flattening. We do not collapse experience into sex, identity into gender, or power into

visibility.
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No policing. We do not demand one right way to be female, feminine, neither both, or
otherwise.

We distinguish surfaces from systems. Sex and gender can register, but they do not exhaust
causality.

We keep terms operational. Each name points to a function. What it does, what it blocks,
what it makes possible.

We welcome incompatibility without exile. Contradiction is information, not

disqualification.

From Sex and Gender to Operational Strata

Feminality

We name Feminality to refuse the lie that power requires office.

Feminality is the stabilization of a role without a title.

It is a function without an archive.

It is repetition completed so thoroughly that it feels natural, customary, and inevitable.
Feminality explains how authority organizes obligation, expectation, and continuity
without ever becoming legible as political office.

Feminality prevents the analytic error of confusing the absence of titles

with the absence of structure.

Femaleness
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We name Femaleness to refuse the reduction of experience to identity.
Femaleness is how authority is carried, not declared.

It lives in routing, timing, posture, access, refusal, withdrawal, and endurance.
It is infrastructural intelligence under constraint.

Femaleness is not expression.

It is practical legibility when recognition fails.

Femaleness prevents the error of mistaking lived operation for subjective narrative.

Femineity

We name Femineity to refuse the equation of power with visibility.

Femineity is not femininity.

It is not status.

It is not representation.

Femineity is the always-operative generative condition that makes legitimacy, continuity,
mediation, and sanction possible, even when no one appears to act.

It is structural necessity without a surface.

Femineity prevents the error of assuming that what cannot be seen is inactive.

Femalism

We name Femalism to expose capture.
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Femalism is what happens when “female” is stabilized into doctrine:
audited, moralized, protected, punished, infantilized, rendered administrable.
Femalism is not feminism.

It is regulatory compression.

Femalism prevents the mistake of mistaking protection, recognition, or inclusion for power.
Feminalism

We name Feminalism to refuse moral judgment of survival.

Feminalism is recoding under pressure.

Translation for hostile systems.

Distortion as a condition of endurance.

It is costly.

It is partial.

It is often misread.

Feminalism prevents the error of calling adaptation betrayal or compromise failure.

Femiscape

We name Femiscape to relocate power spatially.

Femiscape is not private space.

It is operational geography.

Routes, thresholds, corridors, domestic, political overlaps, border zones, temporal pockets.

These are where authority often lives when centers refuse it.
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Femiscape prevents the mistake of assuming power only exists where institutions look.

Feminosity

We name Feminosity to refuse the dismissal of symbols.

Feminosity is authority stored rather than exercised.

Compressed into objects, images, praise names, ritual substitutions, metaphors.
It is not meaning.

It is potential energy.

Feminosity prevents the error of assuming symbolism is inert.

Gynocentricity

We name Gynocentricity not as ideology, but as method.

It is a centering operator that asks:

What becomes structurally obvious when analysis begins from female constitutional
infrastructure rather than male executive visibility?

Gynocentricity reorders causality.

It does not prescribe politics.

It prevents the default return to male-centered measures of power.

© 2026 Tiako Djomatchoua Murielle Sandra. Beyond Sex and Gender: A Manifesto. All rights
reserved. No reproduction, distribution, or public posting without prior written permission. No
text-and-data mining or use for training, fine-tuning, or evaluating AI/ML models without prior
written permission.



A Synthetic Position

If female is the registrable surface,
and femininity is the normative script, then:

Feminality is stabilized role without archive

Femaleness is lived routinely under constraint
Femineity is generative legitimacy

Femalism is regulatory capture

Feminalism is adaptive translation

Femiscape is spatial operability

Feminosity is stored authority

Gynocentricity is analytic re-centering
Together, these do not “recover” hidden power.
They do not romanticize absence.

They do not dissolve authority into identity.
They explain how power can be indispensable, continuous, and causally active

while appearing marginal, symbolic, or absent.

Epistemic Re-Routing

Feminality
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Against sex and gender: Feminality names role-forms that persist without official titles.
Sex cannot explain them. Gender cannot contain them. When female-coded labor looks “natural,”
feminality reveals the institutional patterning that made it feel inevitable.

Compatibility: Feminality can coexist with sex and gender as a third register: sex may
mark bodies, gender may script recognition, but feminality tracks the durable function, who is
expected to absorb risk, smooth conflict, maintain continuity, and take responsibility without
credit.

Beyond sex and gender (still connected to female): Feminality insists that “female” is
often the surface on which unpaid governance gets written. It shows how authority can be real

without being recognized. How the world can run on a role it refuses to name.

Femaleness

Against sex and gender: Femaleness is not biology as destiny and not gender as
performance. It is the lived routing of constraint. How one becomes readable, vulnerable,
protected, targeted, interrupted, tasked, or ignored in real time.

Compatibility: Sex may be the marker that triggers attention. Gender may be the grammar
that interprets it. Femaleness records what happens after the trigger: access patterns, surveillance
patterns, care demands, threat calculations, and the tactics used to move through them.

Beyond sex and gender (still connected to female): Femaleness is the archive that
institutions refuse to keep: the micro-adjustments, refusals, delays, and reroutes that make survival

and authority possible when recognition is unreliable.
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Femineity

Against sex and gender: Femineity is not a trait and not a style. It names a generative
condition: the quiet work that makes legitimacy, continuity, sanction, and relational binding
possible even when no one credits its source.

Compatibility: Sex and gender may organize who is allowed to appear as an agent.
Femineity tracks how systems keep cohering regardless, through mediation, repair, translation, and
the reproduction of order that often gets coded as “just care,” “just culture,” or “just nature.”

Beyond sex and gender (still connected to female): Femineity insists that “female” can

be the point where coherence is demanded but not acknowledged. It is the structural necessity that

often has no surface,until it is missing, and the system breaks.

Femalism

Against sex and gender: Femalism is what happens when sex and gender become
administrative tools: checkboxes, thresholds, moral audits, and disciplinary scripts. It is “female”
turned into a governable doctrine.

Compatibility: Some protections require categories. Some politics requires naming. But
femalism warns that every category can become a leash: protection can become permission, and
recognition can become surveillance.

Beyond sex and gender (still connected to female): We name femalism so we can refuse
it: the impulse to manage female life by narrowing it to norms. Female is not a rulebook. Female

is not a permit.
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Feminalism

Against sex and gender: Feminalism names the forced translation work that begins when
systems demand that female authority be expressed in their language, polite, indirect, exceptional,
maternal, apolitical, or “objective.”

Compatibility: Adaptation is sometimes strategy, sometimes coercion. Feminalism keeps
both truths in view: translation can preserve life and keep work moving, while also costing
precision, time, and self-determination.

Beyond sex and gender (still connected to female): Feminalism says. If you only
understand us when we distort ourselves, then your understanding is the problem. We honor the

survival logic,without calling it our essence.

Femiscape

Against sex and gender: Femiscape refuses the idea that power only lives in identities. It
maps where female-coded authority can and cannot operate: corridors, kitchens, waiting rooms,
backchannels, borders, schedules, and thresholds.

Compatibility: Sex and gender can tell you who is “supposed” to belong in a space.
Femiscape shows what actually happens: who gets interrupted, who must be on-call, who is safe

only in motion, who governs from the margins because the center is hostile.
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Beyond sex and gender (still connected to female): Femiscape keeps “female” connected
to material geography: not as private essence, but as the patterned placement of bodies and

obligations. It makes the map visible so it can be redrawn.

Feminosity

Against sex and gender: Feminosity refuses the dismissal of symbols as “just meaning.” It
names stored authority: the praise-name, the image, the ritual substitute, the object that holds
power in reserve.

Compatibility: Sex and gender can be used to read symbols reductively (“feminine,”
“maternal,” “sexual”). Feminosity asks instead: what can this symbol do, later, elsewhere, under
different conditions? What does it preserve when direct action is blocked?

Beyond sex and gender (still connected to female): Feminosity keeps “female”
connected to cultural technologies of endurance. Not representation for its own sake, but potential

energy, authority that waits, travels, and returns.

Gynocentricity

Against sex and gender: Gynocentricity is not a reversed hierarchy and not a purity test. It
is an analytic centering: begin from female constitutional infrastructure rather than male executive

visibility, and different causal chains appear.
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Compatibility: Sex and gender analytics can still matter. But, they are not the only
coordinate system. Gynocentricity asks what they miss: maintenance labor, relational economies,
enforcement by intimacy, power in scheduling, and the governance that masquerades as “social.”

Beyond sex and gender (still connected to female): Gynocentricity is a practice of seeing:
we track how “female” becomes the site where systems are reproduced, contested, and repaired.

We do not worship the category.We use it to expose architecture.

Commitments

99 ¢ec

We refuse the audit that asks us to prove ourselves as “real,” “proper,” “pure,” or “correct.”
We refuse to be reduced to sex as fate or gender as script. We refuse the bargain: visibility in
exchange for obedience.

We affirm complexity. Multiple truths at once. Mixed motives. Strategic silence. Loud
refusal. Care and rage. Belonging and distance. None of this disqualifies us. It describes the real.

We build language that can hold female life without trapping it. Terms that track operations,
not templates that enforce identities. We build analysis that can name capture without becoming
capture. We build space for recognition without surveillance.

It does not police identities, demand recognition, or moralize visibility.

It declares an analytic position.

Closing Declaration
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We do not ask to be seen as women.

We ask to be read beyond sex and gender.

Not for recognition.
Not for inclusion.

But for analytic accuracy.

See us beyond sex and gender,
or you will continue to mistake silence for absence,
symbol for weakness,

[The End for Now]
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